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English 202: Composition II 
Indiana University of Pennsylvania 

Spring 2014, Section #008, CRN: 21494, 11:15am-12:05pm MWF, 214 Leonard Hall 
Spring 2014, Section #018, CRN: 21505, 2:30-3:20pm MWF, 210 Leonard Hall 

 
Instructor: Erin K. Johns Speese, Ph.D. 
Office: 201L Leonard Hall      
Email:  Erin.Speese@iup.edu     
Phone: 724.357.2603 
Office Hours:  12:15-2:15pm, MW 
Mailbox: 110 Leonard Hall, English Department Office 
 

Reading Popular Culture 
Although this course focuses on argument writing, the lens through which we will discuss 
argument is popular culture.  In this course, we will develop your argument, analysis, and 
composition skills.  To do this, we will use popular culture (conceived broadly) as the basic 
text through which we approach learning basic argument structure.  We will discuss 
advertisements, television, movies, music, technology, and much more.  I hope that by 
focusing on popular culture, learning to write basic argument structure will become more 
enjoyable for you, because we live and breathe popular culture.  It surrounds us every single 
day.  Popular culture provides not only enjoyment but also a way of understanding our own 
culture.  While here, you will learn to think critically and analytically about both popular 
culture and argument structure.   
 
Note on the Syllabus: 
Your syllabus is your lifeline to this course.  It includes all the policies, schedule of work, and 
the majority of the assignments for the semester.  You should bring a copy to EVERY class.  If 
you should lose your copy, you can print off a new one from our D2L page. 
 
Required Course Texts and Materials 
 Hacker, Diana and Nancy Sommers.  Ruler for Writers.  7th edition. Boston: Bedford/St. 

Martin’s, 2012.  Print.  (If you purchased an earlier edition for 101, you may be able to 
use it for my class.  Please, check with me.) 

 Losh, Elizabeth, Jonathan Alexander, Kevin Cannon, and Zander Cannon.  Understanding 
Rhetoric: A Graphic Guide to Writing.  Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s , 2014. Print. 

 “The Pack.”  Buffy the Vampire Slayer. Season 1.  Writ. by Joss Whedon. Dir. by Bruce Seth 
Green.  Fox, 1997.    (Purchase episode for $1.99 at www.amazon.com; also available as 
part of Netflix and Hulu Plus subscriptions) 

 1 Television Episode, which can be purchased at amazon.com or the iTunes store. 
 Copies of your own work, which will be shared with your fellow classmates 
 Any additional material placed on e-reserves, given out in class, e-mailed, or D2L. 
 One-2 pocket folder for your Modified Portfolio 
 
 
 

mailto:Erin.Speese@iup.edu
http://www.amazon.com/
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IUP Course Catalogue Description  
Serves as a bridge between Composition I and students’ professional writing.  Develops 
rhetorical skills for informed inquiry.  Also develops the following abilities: writing, critical 
reading, revising, citing and documenting, speaking and listening, and reflecting. 
 
Student Learning Objectives  
When you successfully complete English 202, you will be able to: 

 access relevant print and electronic resources, artifacts, or human resources; read, 
evaluate and select resources;  

 manage and sustain an inquiry project 
 critique your own and others’ essay drafts 
 compose focused and cohesive syntheses  
 ethically use a body of knowledge inside your own written work: paraphrase, quote, 

summarize, explain/interpret/comment, cite, and document (MLA or APA) 
 reflect upon your reading and research processes, writing processes and rhetorical 

effectiveness 
 
Course Policies 
Attendance:   
Attendance is expected in my class; however, I do understand that certain life events might make 
missing class necessary, including illness, personal emergency, or active military duty.  To that end, 
a student may miss up to 3 classes without affecting the attendance policy.  For each absence after 
3, the student’s final grade will be dropped by ONE grade level.  At 6 absences, the student 
automatically fails the course.  In addition, excessive tardiness will result in an “F” in your in-
class participation grade, which is 10% of your overall grade for the course.   
 
PLEASE NOTE:  You are expected to be in class every single day.  The attendance policy is meant to 
accommodate emergencies and illnesses.  These are NOT skip days.  Let me repeat.  These are 
only to be used for emergencies. 

 
Late Work:  
As a rule, I do not accept late work except under extreme emergency situations.  Work is due at 
the beginning of class on the listed due date.  If you come to class late and the assignment has 
already been collected, I WILL NOT accept it.  Your work should be collected, stapled/paper 
clipped, and ready to turn in at the start of class.  Also, if you miss class, you are still responsible for 
any work due at the next class that you attend.  Assignments, due dates, and a course schedule are 
all included in this syllabus, so missing class is not an excuse for missing work due at the next class 
that you attend. 
 
I also do not accept e-mailed work for missed classes unless arrangements have been made with 
me in advance.  DO NOT e-mail me the work if you are not coming to class.  I would strongly 
encourage you to befriend a peer in your class who you might call upon and make 
arrangements to turn in your work for you if you would need to miss a class. 
 
PLEASE NOTE:  The failure of a printer to work or a computer crash does not constitute an 
emergency.  Be sure to save your work often and in multiple locations.  Dropbox.com is a great 
online resource where you can save your work and avoid missing work due to a computer crash. 
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Office Hours and E-Mail: 
Office hours (listed above) provide a great chance to talk one-on-one.  Please stop by to ask 
questions—or to just say hello.  You may drop in during these times or make an appointment with 
me to talk about any questions or comments you have about your progress in the course.  I’d be 
happy to talk with you via e-mail as well, and you can expect that I will respond to you (in email or 
in class) within 48 hours Monday through Friday.  
 
In addition, this is a writing class.  Improperly formatted e-mails are not acceptable.  In every e-
mail, you must have an opening remark (Dear so and so), the body of the e-mail, a closing remark 
(Sincerely, etc…), and your full name (first and last) written at the bottom.  In addition, e-mails 
should be properly formatted—meaning using proper sentence structure, capitalization, and the 
absence of text/IM language (like u for you).  THIS IS ESPECIALLY IMPORTANT IF YOU E-MAIL 
FROM A CELL PHONE.  If you do not follow proper e-mail format, then you forfeit the opportunity 
of receiving a response from me. 
 
Also, the syllabus contains the majority of the information that you need for this course.  Please, 
review the syllabus before e-mailing me a question—especially about length requirements.  If 
the answer to your question can be found on the syllabus, I will simply refer you to the syllabus for 
the first e-mail, and thereafter, I maintain the right to not e-mail you back if the information can be 
found in the syllabus. 
 
Cancellations:  
In the event that I would need to unexpectedly cancel class, I will contact the class via e-mail.  I do 
commute to campus, so on days of inclement weather, especially heavy snow, be sure to check your 
e-mail before coming to class.  If class is cancelled, I may request that you e-mail work or give 
information about changes in the course schedule, so if class is cancelled, you are responsible for 
checking your e-mail and following any included instructions before the next class.   
 
Electronic Devices:   
I embrace technology.  I know that many of you will bring your syllabus to class on cell phones, 
laptops, or tablets.  As long as they are used for course related materials (i.e., taking notes, viewing 
reading assignments, consulting the syllabus), these devices are free for you to use during class.  
However, cell phone ringers should be turned to silent, and if any device is used for anything 
other than class related work, I have a one strike policy.  You will immediately lose your 
class privileges for electronic devices, and you will receive a “0” for class participation that 
day.  If you repeatedly violate this policy, I reserve the right to collect the device from you at 
the beginning of every class AND/OR to give you a “F” in participation for the term.   
 
PLEASE NOTE: This applies especially to texting or answering phone calls in class.  If you text or 
talk on the phone during class, I will ask for the device or ask you to leave the classroom.  You will 
also receive a “0” in participation for the day for misuse.  If the disruption is extensive enough for 
me to ask you to leave, you will also receive an absence for the day. 
 
Academic Honesty:  
Plagiarism is the inclusion of another’s words or ideas as your own in a paper that you submit for 
this class.  This includes having another person write a paper for you, turning in another student’s 
work who has previously had this class, taking any or all information, writing, or ideas from the 
internet without proper in-text citations and works cited entries, and pulling any information, 
writing, or ideas from any other type of source that is not your own work.  To avoid plagiarism, you 
should always use proper in-text citations for all quotations (which are direct word for word 
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quotations in quotation marks) and for all paraphrased information (which is the use of others’ 
ideas and information, which has been converted into your own language).  For specific in-text 
guidelines, see the documentation and citation section in your grammar handbook or visit the 
Perdue Online Writing Lab (OWL) on the internet. 
 
If you do plagiarize, there are consequences for your actions.  The university penalties include a “0” 
on an essay/portion of your grade, a failing grade for the course, suspension, and expulsion from 
the university.  In order to avoid this, be sure to document and cite your sources clearly.  If you are 
having particular trouble with documentation, writing, or even finding an idea for a paper, please, 
come and see me so that we can discuss your issue.  It is far better to take a late penalty or even a 
“0” on an assignment than have to face sanctions from the university.  I am more than happy to help 
you with your writing/citing in any way that I can. 
 
For complete information on the university plagiarism policy, see the “Academic Integrity” section 
of the undergraduate catalog located at: www.iup.edu/page.aspx?id=132892.  
 
Standards for Written Work:  
Format: 
1” Margins on Top, Bottom, and Sides, 12 Point Times New Roman Font (including titles), Single 
Spaced Header (No Longer than 2 Lines), Double Spaced Text, Pages with last name in upper right 
corner, Endnotes, and MLA Bibliography Style 
 
Technology:  
All assignments should be typed and when assignments are turned in electronically, you should use 
Microsoft Word (“.doc” or “.docx” files). Failure to post or e-mail your work as a Word 
Document could result in a “0” or F on that assignment.   
 
Learning Differences Support and Reasonable Accommodations  
The Office of Advising and Testing, in Pratt Hall, room 216, offers evaluation and support for 
students with disabilities.  As stated on the Office website (http://www.iup.edu/advisingtesting/ 
services/), the office provides access to the university’s education and services as mandated by 
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act; and, as well, 
serves as an advocate for students with disabilities and trainer on disability issues for faculty, staff, 
and students.  I will honor and work with Advising and Testing recommendations for the support of 
students with disabilities in any of my classes.  Please register with the Office of Advising and 
Testing if you are a student with special needs.  Their advisors will help me to work with you to 
meet your needs.    
 
Writing Center  
The Writing Center, staffed by trained peer and graduate tutors, is located in Eicher Hall (Room 
218) on Grant Street across from Wallwork Hall, near the big smokestack.  Tutors in the Writing 
Center can help you at any stage in the writing process, from developing a topic, through the 
earliest stages of drafting and revising, and even helping to understand your professor’s feedback.  
You can also make an appointment for an online tutoring session. Call 724-357-3029 to schedule. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.iup.edu/page.aspx?id=132892
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Project Descriptions and Grade Distribution 
Grading: 
 Modified Portfolio Elements 

 Television Analysis Paper (15%)/Revision Due with Midterm Portfolio 
o 3% of this grade is based on revision process (See Below) 

 Paper Abstract (10%)/No Revisions 
 Annotated Bibliography (10%)/No Revisions 
 Final Research Paper (25%)/Revision Due with Final Portfolio 

o 5% of this grade is based on revision process (See Below) 
 Popular Culture Paragraphs/Writings (15%)/No Revisions 

Additional Elements 
 Peer Workshop Responses & Participation (2.5%) 
 Midterm Reflection (2.5%) 
 Final Reflection (10%) 
 In-Class Participation/Professional Etiquette (10%) 

 
In-Class Participation-10% of Overall Grade 
Grading for In-Class Participation 

 A: Comes to class on time with clear evidence of having read the material.  Contributes 
significantly to discussion (makes at least 3 substantive comments) in most classes. 

 B: Comes to class on time with clear evidence of having read the material.  Contributes some 
to class discussion (makes at least 2 substantive comments) in most classes. 

 C: Comes to class on time with clear evidence of having read the material.  Contributes to 
class discussion occasionally (makes at least 1 substantive comment) in most classes. 

 D: Comes to class with clear engagement with the class and the reading material but 
refrains from making any comments.  Or, tardy for class. 

 F: Comes to class but does not show evidence of engaging with the material or participate in 
class discussion.   

 0/F:  Does not attend class, sleeps during class, uses electronic device during class (i.e. cell 
phone, laptop) outside of approved methods, or causes substantial disruption to class. 

 
Written Assignments (Generally, specific details in assignment sheets) 
Grading for Written Assignments 

 A: Ideas are well-developed, original, and succeeds in mastering the technical goals for the 
assignment.  There is a clear argument supported with examples, analysis, and research.  
Paper follows proper citation format, includes a Works Cited page, and has few grammatical 
errors.   

 B:  Ideas are written with considerable care and attention.  They are developed and detailed. 
There is some argument format, but ultimately, needs clearer structure. Ideas, grammar, 
and syntax need more clarity and development.  The paper includes correct format, 
citations, and a Works Cited page. 

 C:  Ideas and structure are acceptable.  The student needs to make more effort to master 
syntax, grammar, and argument structure and/or develop a thoughtful and focused 
argument and/or analysis. 

 D:  Student has made some effort to achieve the assignment goals, but basic fundamentals of 
writing and analysis need improvement.  Also, citations need improvement and argument 
structure needs more clarity and development.  The paper proposes an opinion rather than 
an argument supported with evidence, especially close reading of the text. 
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 F:  Does not achieve the assignment’s technical goals and/or it does not present a focused or 
thoughtful analysis of the text.  There is no clear argument supported with close reading or 
research.  There are no clear citations, and/or the reader summarizes others’ ideas rather 
than constructing his/her own argument.  DID NOT MEET THE MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS 
OF THE ASSIGNMENT. 

 
Revision Process 
Part of your final grade for the Television Analysis Paper and Final Researched Argument Paper will 
be based on your revision process.  This will take into account the extent and thoroughness of your 
revisions throughout the paper process and how complete your writing is at the various deadlines 
for the revision process (i.e. conference, peer workshop, and Final for Now drafts) and the extent of 
your revisions between the conference draft to the Final For Now draft to the Final draft.  Turning 
in an incomplete paper as a Final For Now draft or turning in a paper that does not have a clear and 
developed argument structure at the Final For Now stage will decrease your revision process grade.  
Also, if you miss any step in the revision process, you will receive a “0” on your revision process 
portion of your grade.  
 

Schedule of Activities and Assignments 
Note: Please bring your syllabus and syllabus supplement with you to class every day. 

*Course Schedule Subject To Change at Instructor’s Discretion* 
Week Day Date In-class Homework (Due on Date Listed) 

1 W 1/22 Introduction; Discuss policies and 
procedures; Review syllabus 

 

 F 1/24 Free Write; Pop Culture Intro; 
“The Joy of Looking”; Sign 
Syllabus Contract 

Read Syllabus & Print Syllabus 
Supplement from D2L; Read 
Understanding Rhetoric (UR) 1-35 

2 M 1/27 Free Write; Ice Breaker; Q & A on 
Syllabus; Introduce PCPs; MLA 
Intro 

Bring Image of Movie Poster to Class; E-
mail/D2L Assignment Due; Bring Rules 
for Writers (RFW) to class 

 W 1/29 Free Write; Introduce Television 
Analysis Paper (TAP); Basics of 
Argument & Analysis 

PCP #1 Due; Read UR (36-66) 

 F 1/31 Free Write; Discuss Reading; 
Finding Research; Class Meets at 
Eicher 106 

PCP #2, Pt. 1 Due 

3 M 2/3 Free Write; Watch The Big Bang 
Theory 

PCP #2, Pt. 2 Due; Bring Copy Example 
Big Bang Theory (BBT) essay 

 W 2/5 Free Write; Structuring the TAP; 
Crafting an Introductory 
Paragraph 

Bring example BBT essay; Final deadline 
to e-mail me about an TV episode of 
your choice for the TAP 

 F 2/7 Free Write; Outlining the TAP; 
Framework Paragraph & Body 
Paragraphs 

Bring your research for the TAP paper 

4 M 2/10 Large Group Peer Workshop PCP #3 Due 

 W 2/12 Free Write; Family Guy Activity Bring Conference Draft of TAP 

 F 2/14 Class Cancelled-Conferences Continue Revising TAP; Read UR (217-
244) 

5 M 2/17 Peer Review Workshop Bring 3 copies of TAP Peer Workshop 
Draft 

 W 2/19 Free Write; Introduce Abstract TAP DUE with all drafting 
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 F 2/21 Preliminary Research; Class 
Meets at Eicher 106 

PCP #4 Due 

6 M 2/24 Free Write; Discuss Reading PCP #5, Pt. 1 Due 

 W 2/26 Free Write; Common Fallacies PCP #5, Pt. 2 Due 

 F 2/28 Large Peer Workshop Bring 1 Copy of FRAP Abstract 

7 M 3/3 Free Write; Introduce MT 
Portfolio and Reflection 

 

 W 3/5 Class Cancelled-MT Portfolio 
Conferences 

Revise Midterm Portfolio 

 F 3/7 Free Write; Introduce Annotated 
Bibliography; Class Meets at 
Eicher 106 

Midterm Portfolio DUE 

8 M 3/10 Free Write; Discuss Reading; 
Summary, Paraphrase, Quotation 

Begin work on PCP #6; UR (181-216) 

 W 3/12 Library Day; Class Meets at 
Stapleton Library Lobby 

PCP #6 Due 

 F 3/14 MLA Citation Activity Read UR (67-112); Bring Rules for 
Writers to Class 

9  3/17-
3/21 

No Class-Spring Break  

10 M 3/24 Free Write; Taking Detailed 
Research Notes 

Draft of 10 MLA Works Cited Page 
Entries Due; Bring 2 Secondary Sources 
to Class 

 W 3/26 Free Write; Discuss Reading; 
Evaluating and Summarizing 
Research Activity 

PCP #7, Pt. 1 Due; Bring 2 Secondary 
Sources to Class 

 F 3/28 Free Write; Analyzing an 
Argument Annotation Activity 

PCP #7, Pt. 2 Due; Bring 2 Secondary 
Sources to Class 

11 M 3/31 Free Write; Reading Smart Bring 2 Secondary Sources to Class 

 W 4/2 Peer Review Workshop Bring 3 Copies of AB Peer Workshop 
Draft 

 F 4/4 Free Write; FRAP Q & A Annotated Bibliography DUE w/all 
drafting 

12 M 4/7 Free Write; 99 Problems Activity; 
Discuss Reading 

Begin Drafting FRAP Intro & Framework 
Paragraphs 

 W 4/9 Large Peer Workshop PCP #8 Due 

 F 4/11 Free Write; Drafting an Extended 
Research Paper 

PCP #9 Due; UR (143-180) 

13 M 4/14 Free Write; 1:1 Peer Activity Bring 2 Copies of Conference Draft 

 W 4/16 Class Cancelled-Conferences  

 F 4/18 Class Cancelled-Conferences  

14 M 4/21 Peer Workshop Bring 3 Copies of Peer Workshop Draft 

 W 4/23 Free Write; Collect FRAPs; Intro 
to Final Reflection and Portfolio  

Final For Now FRAP Due w/all drafting 

 F 4/25 Free Write; Discuss Reading PCP #10, Pt. 1 Due 

15 M 4/28 Free Write;  Final Portfolio Q&A PCP #10, Pt. 2 Due 

 W 4/30 Free Write; Peer Workshop Bring 2 Copies of Final Reflection 

 F 5/2 Free Write; Collect Portfolios Final Portfolios Due 

16 M 5/5 Free Write; Evaluations  

 W 5/7 Section #008-10:15am-12:15pm Return Portfolios 

 F 5/9 Section #018-2:45-4:45pm Return Portfolios 
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Pop Culture Paragraphs (PCP) 
What 

There are 10 PCPS.  Some assignments will follow a general PCP structure, but there are also 

special assignments that aid you in better understanding argument structure, responding to 

readings, and developing larger papers for class.  If the PCP assignment deviates from the typical 

format, it is noted in the assignment for that PCP.  In general, for days marked “PCP #” on the 

syllabus, write ONE well-developed paragraph that responds to the prompt proposed for the 

reading for that day.  Overall, you should NOT simply report on what you read or give your 

emotional response to the reading (like whether or not you liked the reading).  Instead, 

make a substantive argument or comment about the assigned reading.  Think critically and 

analytically.  Your overall PCP grade is worth 15% of your final grade. 

 

Why 

Paragraphs allow you to develop ideas for class discussion, to practice analyzing texts closely, 

and to develop coherent paragraph structure.  I will provide feedback on paragraph structure and 

analysis that you can apply to your later papers. 

 

How 
To PASS the PCP, you MUST do all of the following items on the checklist below for each PCP: 

 Your paragraph should be about ONE PAGE in length, double spaced. 

 Font: 12 pt, Times New Roman 

 Margins: 1” top, bottom, and sides 

 If you run onto a second page, then number and staple your pages. 

 Follow proper paragraph structure as outlined below. 

 Use parenthetical page citations for all quotations or paraphrased information (see MLA in-

text citations in Rules for Writers). 

 Format Movie, TV show, and book titles in italics and article titles in quotations. 

 Include a Works Cited list at the end of the paragraph for any cited text (including the article, 

television show, movie, book, etc…).   

 

Paragraph Structure 

1. Thesis sentence or main idea of paragraph. 

2. Explanation and elaboration of thesis idea/main point. 

3. Quotation/Example from text (i.e. movie, TV show) that supports and illustrates main point. 

4. Interpretation of quote or example, explanation of how it illustrates your point. 

5. Conclusion of main idea, implications of your argument. 

 

Paragraph Principles 

 Length: Paragraphs should range from half a page to a page. 

 Thesis: Begin with your analytical idea, not with plot summary or feelings. 

 Unity: Make sure all ideas and sentences relate to the thesis topic. 

 Coherence: Make sentences flow logically and smoothly into one another. 

 Quotation/Example: Every paragraph must include a quotation or example from the text 

being analyzed. 
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Assessment 

 A: This paragraph is well-developed, original, and succeeds in mastering the technical goals 

for the assignment. 

 B:  This paragraph has been written with considerable care and attention.  It is developed and 

detailed.  Aspects of the technical goals still need work and/or ideas need development. 

 C:  This paragraph is acceptable.  The student needs to make more effort to master the 

technical goals and/or develop a thoughtful and focused analysis of the text. 

 D:  Student has made some effort to achieve the assignment goals, but basic fundamentals of 

writing and analysis need improvement. 

 F:  This paragraph does not achieve the assignment’s technical goals and/or it does not 

present a focused or thoughtful analysis of the text.  Or, it does not meet the minimum 

requirements of the assignment.  It receives no credit. 

 

Typical PCP Assignment Structure 
 

For each PCP (unless otherwise noted), a reading is listed that can be accessed via either one of 

the databases on the library website or on D2L.  Your PCPs that respond to readings should NOT 

summarize the article or the main argument.  First, you should read the article and make sure that 

you understand the overall argument of the piece.  Once you understand the premise of the 

argument, apply that argument to a DIFFERENT pop culture item, issue, or text than the item 

discussed in the reading. You should NOT summarize the reading.  Instead, you should use an 

idea from the reading in order to make an argument and analyze another pop culture item.  For 

these readings, your paragraph format should look something like this: 

 

 Topic Sentence/Thesis-One to two sentences that clearly articulates the point/argument 

you are making about the pop culture item of your choice. 

 Explanation-A couple of sentences that articulates the main argument of the reading in 

your own words and defines the major idea/term from the reading that you will use to 

analyze a DIFFERENT pop culture text than the one discussed in the reading.  Any 

specific ideas should be cited with MLA in-text citations. 

 Quotation/Example-You should then present evidence from the pop culture item that you 

chose to analyze that connects to the main argument of the reading.  You can also include 

a quotation from the reading that supports your point about the new text. 

 Interpretation-This is where you clearly explain how the example/quotation connects to 

your main point of the paragraph that is articulated in the topic sentence/thesis statement 

of the PCP.  This is the most important part of an analysis paragraph.  Do not assume that 

your reader will draw the same conclusions about the pop culture item that you do.  You 

must explain the connections you are making between the idea from the reading and your 

pop culture item/text. 

 Conclusion-A sentence that brings everything together and concludes the paragraph.  In a 

formal paper, this would be a transition sentence. 
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PCP Assignments 

PCP 1 (Due 1/29/2014) 

Watch the episode “The Pack” from Buffy the Vampire Slayer, Season 1.  You can purchase this 

episode at www.amazon.com for $1.99.  You can also access this episode through Netflix or 

Hulu Plus subscriptions.  The episode information is listed under “Required Texts” in the 

syllabus.   

 

After watching the episode, complete the “The Pack” worksheet in the “PCPs” folder on E-

campus.  This completed worksheet is due on 9/4/2013. 

 

PCP 2 (Part 1 Due 1/31/2014 as hardcopy in class, Part 2 Due 2/3/2014 on D2L by start of class) 

Pt. 1  
Access the following article through the databases at the library: 

 

Early, Frances H. “Staking Her Claim: Buffy the Vampire Slayer as Transgressive Woman 

Warrior.”  The Journal of Popular Culture.  35.3 (2001): 11-27.  Print.  (Database: MLA 

International Bibliography) 

 

To access the article, go to http://www.iup.edu/library.  Click on “Article Databases.”  Below the 

title on the “Article Databases” page is a list of letters. Click on the letter that corresponds to the 

first letter of the database title listed in the PCP assignment.  For this article, you would click on 

“M.”  Scroll through the list and click on the “MLA International Database” link.  In the search 

box, type in the title of the above article.  Click on the PDF button at the end of the listing, and 

this should give you a full text of the reading. 

 

As you read the article, be sure to take notes.  You will turn in the “Article Notes Worksheet” 

located in the “PCP” folder on D2L.  This worksheet is due on 1/31/2014. 

 

Pt. 2  

For this part of the PCP, you will write ONE (and only one) structured argument body paragraph 

that integrates research.  You should follow the guidelines of paragraph structure listed in the 

PCP assignment above.   For this PCP, you should make an argument about the Buffy the 

Vampire Slayer episode “The Pack” that we watched for class.  You should then use either a 

detailed paraphrase from the article or a direct quote from the article as support.  Next, you 

should give an example from the episode that supports your argument.  Finally, you should 

explain how the idea from the article that you used as support connects to the example that you 

give from the episode.  You should NOT summarize the article or give your opinion about the 

article.  You should use the article to support an argument that you want to make about the 

episode.  Finally, don’t forget a Works Cited page that lists both the article and the episode in 

MLA Works Cited format.  This paragraph is due on 2/3/2014 at the start of class and should be 

submitted in the PCP 2 Pt 2 folder in the Dropbox option on D2L.   

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.amazon.com/
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PCP 3 (Due 2/10/2014; Bring 2 copies to class) 

Television Analysis Paper Intro, Framework Paragraph, & Outline 
Introduction & Framework Paragraph  
This should be about the first two paragraphs of your paper.  In general, a paragraph should be no longer 

than a page in length (double spaced).  The first paragraph should have a catchy opening (something to 

draw your reader in), a clearly articulated thesis statement, and a clearly described methodology (How are 

you going to go about making your argument?).  The second paragraph should be a partition paragraph 

that discusses the cultural issue discussed in your analysis, defines any necessary terms, and articulates 

other important points and arguments made about your topic or text.  Generally, the framework paragraph 

is a good place to integrate research. 

Outline 

The outline should outline the rest of your argument after the introduction and framework paragraph.  

You may use numbers, letters, Roman numerals--whatever you like.  You should outline the main point 

of each paragraph and the evidence you are going to use to support that main point--whether from 

research or examples from a primary source.  Your outline should be in COMPLETE sentences and 

should be descriptive.  In general the outline for EACH body paragraph should look like this: 

 

I. Topic sentence (As would appear in your paper and articulates the major point of the paragraph) 

i. Evidence from primary source 

ii. Any other evidence. 

iii. Explanation of how the evidence ties to your thesis. 

 

Example Intro/Outlines for longer papers are available in the Example Papers folder on D2L.  You should 

use these examples to get some sense of how the Intros and Outlines should be formatted. 

 

PCP 4 (Due 2/20/2014) 
Five Potential Paper Topics 
For this assignment, I would like for you to write a brief description of five potential paper topics for your 

Final Researched Argument Paper.  Each description should be about a paragraph of three to five 

sentences.  So, by the end of this assignment, you should have five paragraphs—one paragraph detailing 

each of your five potential paper topics.  Each paragraph should detail some information about the pop 

cultural item or issue as well as why you are particularly interested in this topic.  Although not required, 

you might even consider including a vague comment on the kind-of argument you might want to make 

about your topic.  This assignment should be typed—either double or single spaced. 

 

PCP 5 (Part 1 Due 2/23/2014 as hardcopy, Part 2 Due 2/25/2014 on D2L by the start of class) 

Pt. 1 

Access the following article via the library database listed at the end of the entry: 

Borer, Michael Ian.  “Important Places and Their Public Faces: Understanding Fenway Park as a 

Public Symbol.”  The Journal of Popular Culture.  39.2 (2006): 205-224.  (Database: 

Academic Search Complete) 

Read the article and fill out the “Article Notes Worksheet” on D2L.  This worksheet is due on 

2/23/2014. 

 

Pt. 2  

For part 2, you will make an argument about a pop culture text or item of your choosing.  To 

make this argument, you should integrate an idea from the reading as support.  So, you will use 
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an idea from the reading to make your argument about a pop culture text of your choice.  Be sure 

to follow the basic body paragraph structure listed above and don’t forget the Works Cited page, 

which should include the article as well as your pop culture item.  This paragraph is due on 

2/25/2014 at the start of class and should be submitted in the PCP 5 Pt 2 folder in the Dropbox 

option on D2L.  You will receive feedback via D2L. 

 

PCP 6 (Due 3/10/2014) 

The library worksheet is available via D2L in the “PCP” folder.  You will need to print out and 

fill out the worksheet.  Bring the COMPLETED worksheet to class.  

 

PCP 7 (Part 1 Due 3/26/2014 as hardcopy, Part 2 Due 3/28/2014 on D2L by the start of class) 

Pt. 1 

Access the following article via the library database listed at the end of the entry: 

 

Bishop, Kyle.  “Raising the Dead: Unearthing the Nonliterary Origins of Zombie Cinema.”  

Journal of Popular Film and Television.  33.4 (2006): 196-205.  Print.  (Database: MLA 

International Bibliography) 

 

Read the article and fill out the “Article Notes Worksheet” on D2L.  This worksheet is due on 

3/26/2014. 

 

Pt. 2  
For part 2, you will make an argument about a pop culture text or item of your choosing.  To 

make this argument, you should integrate an idea from the reading as support.  So, you will use 

an idea from the reading to make your argument about a pop culture text of your choice.  Be sure 

to follow the basic body paragraph structure listed above and don’t forget the Works Cited page, 

which should include the article as well as your pop culture item.  This paragraph is due on 

3/28/2014 at the start of class and should be submitted in the PCP 7 Pt 2 folder in the Dropbox 

option on D2L.  You will receive feedback via D2L. 

 

PCP 8 (4/9/2014; Bring 2 copies to class) 

Final Researched Argument Paper Intro Paragraph, Framework Paragraph, & Outline 

Follow same instructions as PCP 3. 

 

PCP 9 (Due 4/11/2014; Bring 2 copies to class) 
For this PCP, you will develop at least the next 4 pages (that continue AFTER your introduction and 

partition paragraphs) of your final researched argument paper.  For this, I will be looking at the below 

evaluation criteria.  I want to see if you can translate proper paragraph structure into a well-developed and 

clearly articulated Researched Argument Paper.  I will assess the PCP based on the paragraphs presented 

and in terms of structure.  This should include as many well-developed paragraphs as fill about 4 pages. 

 

Evaluation Criteria 
-Overall paragraph structure (See syllabus PCP assignment sheet) 

-Development of Topic Sentences (for each paragraph) 

-Use of quotations and paraphrased information as support 

-Developed interpretations of quotations and paraphrased information in order to support YOUR 

argument 
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-In-text citation usage for all quoted and paraphrased information; should be in MLA format 

-Complicating sentence structure and developing syntax 

 

 

PCP 10 (Part 1 Due 4/24/2014 as hardcopy, Part 2 Due 4/27/2014 on D2L by the start of class) 

Pt. 1 

Access the following article via the library database listed at the end of the entry: 

 

Colletta, Lisa. "Political Satire And Postmodern Irony In The Age Of Stephen Colbert And Jon 

Stewart." Journal Of Popular Culture 42.5 (2009): 856-874. Print.  (Database: Academic 

Search Complete) 

 

Read the article and fill out the “Article Notes Worksheet” on D2L.  This worksheet is due on 

4/24/2014. 

 

Pt. 2  
For part 2, you will make an argument about a pop culture text or item of your choosing.  To 

make this argument, you should integrate an idea from the reading as support.  So, you will use 

an idea from the reading to make your argument about a pop culture text of your choice.  Be sure 

to follow the basic body paragraph structure listed above and don’t forget the Works Cited page, 

which should include the article as well as your pop culture item.  This paragraph is due on 

4/27/2014 at the start of class and should be submitted in the PCP 10 Pt 2 folder in the Dropbox 

option on D2L.  You will receive feedback via D2L. 

 

Television Analysis Paper (TAP) 

Television offers a different window onto the world.  In many ways, it offers a “hyperreal” idea of our 

society.  It’s reality as we would like it to be.  For instance, people are always doing things on television; 

they are never hanging out watching TV.  As the popularity of television has increased, many television 

shows invoke movie quality filming and acting.  For the long narrative arc, television is the place to go.  

In many ways, movies are like short stories, but television is like a novel.  Considering this, there are 

many shows that use the medium to offer savvy social commentary and critique.  There are also many 

others that offer diverse character development that undermines the traditional idea of a “hero.”  Walter 

White is the protagonist of Breaking Bad, but there is nothing “pro” or good about him.  Often, a single 

episode offers miniature moments of clarity, social commentary, and artistic representation.  It is to these 

mini-moments that we turn, and I ask you to write a brief argument paper analyzing a particularly 

compelling television episode.  I want you to think beyond the boundaries of popular culture as just 

entertainment and start thinking about what it says about us—who we are and what our culture is really 

like. 

 

In class, we will discuss how best to examine an episode of a television show in order to create an 

argument paper that requires you to “read” the episode.  For this paper, I ask you to choose one of the 

television episodes listed below and analyze the episode in terms of the theme listed.  You will need to 

purchase the episode for review, and you can find most episodes on amazon.com or the iTunes store.  If 

you have a Netflix or Hulu Plus subscription, some of these episodes may also be available there.  Here is 

a list of helpful hints to get this paper started: 

 

1. Watch the episode for entertainment purposes. 

2. Re-watch the episode with the given theme in mind.  Take notes on dialogue and scenes that have to 

do with that theme.  Make these notes as descriptive and specific as possible. 
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3. Begin working on your first paragraph.  Your introduction should be a discussion of the television 

show you are writing about.  Then, at the end of the first paragraph, you should do the following: 

a. Create a thesis statement (“I argue that…”) that lists the show and episode title as well as 

articulates the argument you want to make about that theme. 

b. Create a brief (no more than two sentences) methodology that briefly explains how the episode 

comments on the theme you are arguing about in your thesis statement.  (This should come 

directly after your thesis statement in your paper.) 

4. Create a framework paragraph (your second paragraph) that explains the episode’s theme and its 

relation to popular culture.  This paragraph should explain the issue and what is at stake in 

representing this issue on a television show.  You should find at least one scholarly source (a book or 

a journal article) on your theme in order to make your argument. 

5. Each body paragraph should have a central focus that is articulated in the topic sentence.  That focus 

should be supported with the dialogue/scenes that you found important while taking notes. 

6. A conclusion that leads your reader in a new direction.  It should not simply summarize your 

argument, but get your reader thinking about the larger implications of commenting on a cultural 

issue/theme through television/popular culture. 

7. A Works Cited page in MLA format that lists your episode and any other secondary sources you used 

for this paper. 

 

Television Episodes 
Pick ONE of the following television show/episode pairing for your Television Analysis Paper.  The 

focus of your paper will be on the theme listed with that television show/episode pairing.  That theme will 

also be the subject of your secondary research for this paper.  Listed with each episode is a note on 

whether or not the material might be offensive, so if you do not want to work with violent or sexually 

gratuitous material, avoid those noted shows/episodes.   

 

NOTE: You may pick a single episode of a TV show of your choice, but you must first get approval 

from me.  In order to get approval, you must e-mail me with a TV show, specific episode, and a potential 

argument about the episode by the deadline in the schedule of work. 

 

South Park-“Dances with Smurfs” Season 13, Episode 13-Satirization of commentary “news” shows that 

appear on networks like FOX News and CNN. *offensive content*  

 

Buffy the Vampire Slayer-“Bad Eggs” Season 2, Episode 12-Commentary on parenting through the use of 

a monster. (Hulu.com) OR “Go Fish” Season 2, Episode 20-Commentary on steroids and high school 

sports through the use of a monster.  

 

Sex and the City-“The Baby Shower” Season 1, Episode 10; “A Woman’s Right to Shoes” Season 6, 

Episode 9-These two episodes deal with navigating the world of “normal” families and marriage from a 

single woman’s perspective. *offensive content*  

 

Fringe-“On Those We Left Behind” Season 4, Episode 6 (Hulu.com)-The impact of time, illness, and 

loss, especially for loved ones. 

 

House- “Known Unknown” Season 6, Episode 6- Commentary on the responsibilities of doctors and the 

medical profession as regards health care, especially euthanasia OR “Parents” Season 8, Episode 6- 

Commentary on the impact of parents on children and their development into adults.   

 

The Simpsons-“The Book Job” Season 23, Episode 6-Commentary on the mass production of young adult 

books like Harry Potter OR “The Man in Blue Flannel Pants” Season 23, Episode 7-Mad Men spoof that 

comments on representations of 1950s corporate structure and masculinity OR “Great Wife Hope” 
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Season 21, Episode 3-Uses a parody of UFC/Mixed Martial Arts events to emphasize a gendered reading 

of reactions to violence and its influence on children. 

 

True Blood- “Strange Love” Season 1, Episode 1-Uses the vampire as a figure to explore equal rights 

movements regarding race and sexuality. *offensive content*  

 

Family Guy-“Amish Guy” Season 10, Episode 7-Satirization of Amish representations. 

 

Evaluation 

You must meet ALL of the following minimum requirements to PASS the paper: 

 A clear argument, which is clearly stated through a thesis statement in the first paragraph. 

 A researchable cultural issue that is presented through secondary research in a framework paragraph. 

 Use of a television show/episode from those listed in the assignment.   

 Each paragraph has a central point, which is supported by specific evidence from your episode. 

 Each body paragraph follows the five part paragraph structure outlined in the PCP assignment sheet. 

 Each body paragraph’s central point supports the thesis statement/overall argument of the paper. 

 A strong opening that discusses your television show and its importance as cultural critique. 

 A formal and objective/scholarly tone which avoids using “you”, “we”, and “I” (outside of 

introductory paragraph). 

 A conclusion that leads your reader into thinking broadly about your topic and its importance rather 

than simply summarizing your entire argument. 

 Research from ONE academic (journal article or scholarly books) sources in your partition paragraph. 

 Analysis of your primary text(s) is integrated into your paper. 

 MLA formatted in-text/parenthetical citations for ALL quoted AND paraphrased information from 

the TV episode and secondary source. 

 Works Cited Page in MLA format. 

 The paper is at least 4 FULL pages of text with an additional Works Cited page. 

 The paper is formatted according to course requirements (see page 2 of syllabus). 

 Clear syntax.  Sentences are concise.  Ideas are articulated as clear as possible. 

 Proper grammar, punctuation, spelling, and organization conventions are observed. 

 

Length: 4-5 pages, excluding Works Cited page, double spaced, 12 pt. Times New Roman, 1” margins 

 

Timeline: 
February 10, 2014: PCP 3 Due, Introduction, Framework Paragraph, & Outline Due 

February 12, 2014: Conference Draft Due 

February 17, 2014: Peer Workshop Due with Revisions from Conferences Highlighted 

February 19, 2014: Final for Now Due with Revisions from Peer Workshop Underlined 

March 7, 2014:  Revision of Paper Due with New Revisions Highlighted AND Underlined (Post in 

dropbox on D2L) 
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Final Researched Argument Paper (FRAP) 
Throughout the semester, we have focused our class discussions and readings around Popular Culture 

issues, critiques, and analyses.  For your final paper, you must find a research topic related to Popular 

Culture with which you could create a clear and well-organized argument involving that topic.  This paper 

requires that you research both an issue and a particular pop culture item.  You must find a topic which 

you can research and propose a new and creative argument concerning that topic.  Finally, you will draft 

your major research paper integrating credible sources, rhetorical/argumentative strategies, and 

organizing a concise paper supported by evidence.  In the end, you must do what many of the writers we 

have read this semester have done—effectively argue a perspective while integrating analysis and 

extensive research. 

 

Typically, it is easier if you focus on a particular piece of popular culture to analyze: a movie, television 

show, website, book, etc…  The easiest way to analyze popular culture is in terms of how popular culture 

reflects issues in contemporary society like race, politics, gender, or class.  In order to support your 

argument about a particular piece of pop culture, you will need to research your pop culture item, the 

genre of your pop culture item, and the cultural issue related to your argument (i.e., race).  This pop 

culture text will be the foundation of your analysis and the secondary research will provide the support 

you need to make your argument.   

 

Remember, this is an analytical paper and should follow academic argument format.  You should have a 

brief introduction to your topic followed by a clear thesis statement (no later than the second paragraph) 

and a methodology.  You should then clearly define the terms of your analysis before you actually begin 

analyzing your pop culture item.  The body paragraphs of the paper should follow the format we’ve been 

practicing all semester long in the Pop Culture Paragraphs (PCPs).  Think of the structure of your overall 

paragraph like a staircase where each step is needed before you can proceed to the next step.  Each 

paragraph should have one main point that builds on the previous paragraph and builds up to the next—

exactly like stairs in a staircase.  The paper should end with a clear conclusion that does more than simply 

summarize the major points of your paper; it should lead your reader to continue to think critically about 

your subject. 

 

Evaluation 

You must meet ALL of the following minimum requirements to PASS the paper: 

 A clear argument, which is clearly stated through a thesis statement in the early pages of the paper. 

 A researchable cultural issue that is presented through secondary research in a partition paragraph. 

 A primary pop culture item that is analyzed in terms of your cultural issue/framework. 

 Each paragraph has a central point, which is supported by specific evidence from primary and/or 

secondary sources. 

 Each body paragraph follows the five part paragraph structure outlined in the PCP assignment sheet. 

 Each body paragraph’s central point supports the thesis statement/overall argument of the paper. 

 A strong opening that draws your reader in. 

 A formal and objective/scholarly tone which avoids using “you”, “we”, and “I” (outside of 

introductory paragraph(s)). 

 A conclusion that leads your reader into thinking broadly about your topic and its importance rather 

than simply summarizing your entire argument. 

 Research from multiple academic (journal articles and scholarly books) sources is integrated in your 

paper. 

 Analysis of your primary text(s) is integrated into your paper. 

 MLA formatted in-text/parenthetical citations for ALL quoted AND paraphrased information. 

 Works Cited Page in MLA format. 

 The paper is at least 8 FULL pages of text with an additional Works Cited page. 

 The paper is formatted according to course requirements (see page 2 of syllabus). 



17 

 

 Clear syntax.  Sentences are concise.  Ideas are articulated as clear as possible. 

 Proper grammar, punctuation, spelling, and organization conventions are observed. 

 

Length: 8-10 pages, excluding Works Cited page, double spaced, 12 pt. Times New Roman, 1” margins 

 

Timeline: 
April 9, 2014: PCP #8 Due, Paper Introduction, Framework Paragraph, & Outline Due 

April 11, 2014: PCP #9 Due, Next 4 pages of your paper 

April 14, 2014: Completion of Conference Draft Due 

April 20, 2014: Peer Workshop Draft Due with Conference Revisions Highlighted 

April 22, 2014: Final for Now Due with Peer Workshop Revisions Underlined 

May 2, 2014:  Final Draft Due with New Revisions Highlighted AND Underlined 

 

Paper Proposal/Abstract 
In class, we have begun discussing research topics.  By now, you should have narrowed down your 

particular areas of interest.  This proposal is a way for you to begin developing your ideas about your 

argument and the research you intend to do.  This short proposal allows you to direct your ideas and 

research for the Final Research Paper.   

 

When you are writing a proposal for a paper in this class, you are sharing your plans for a formal paper 

and are doing so only after you have immersed yourself in reading and thinking about those questions that 

are driving your research.  The proposal helps you to articulate the direction of and purpose for your 

research.  Hopefully your purpose is to encourage your audience to see a Pop Cultural issue in a new way.   

 

The proposal should articulate a brief amount of background information on your topic as well as 

articulate a clear thesis and methodology.  The tone should be formal and objective.  I will be looking for 

an “I argue that…” thesis statement that clearly articulates your argument about both the cultural issue 

and its application to a pop culture item.  Remember, you need to do more than identify a cultural trend in 

a pop culture item.  You must analyze that item using your particular framework and explain WHY this 

topic is of particular cultural importance.  For examples of abstracts, look in the Example Papers folder on 

D2L. 

 

Evaluation 

You must meet the following minimum requirements to PASS the paper: 

 A creative title for the project that follow academic conventions (which is subject to change as 

you continue). 

 A smooth introduction to both your pop culture item and your cultural issue/framework at the 

beginning of the abstract. 

 An indication that you have done some preliminary research that reveals that you have studied the 

issue and that your argument is viable for your final researched argument paper. 

 A clear thesis statement and methodology that clearly articulates your argument about both your 

cultural issue and pop culture item. 

 Any research that is quoted or paraphrased uses in-text MLA citations. 

 Paper has been edited and proofread for the conventions of the genre, grammar, punctuation, 

word choice, and varied sentence structure and syntax. 

Length: 300-500 words, double spaced 

Timeline: 
February 27, 2014: Peer Workshop Draft Due 

March 7, 2014: Final Due with Peer Workshop Revisions Highlighted (Post in dropbox on D2L) 

No Revisions after March 7, 2014 
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Midterm Reflection Memo  
Your on-going project in English 202 is to develop your abilities as an effective reader, researcher, and 

writer.  By mid-term, you will have completed about half of the work for this class.  To take stock at this 

point in the semester, please write me a short reflection memo and be sure to look at the following: 

o Consider your work as a writer, reader, and thinker so far. 

o Identify some personal goals for the remainder of the course. 

o Engage in a dialogue with me about yourself as a writer and the class. 

 

Please use specific examples from your work this semester to explain and illustrate your work as a writer, 

reader, researcher, and thinker.  To develop your points, think about what you’ve accomplished in your 

informal writing, your essays, your responses to group members, and your responses to readings.  For 

additional ideas, you might try reviewing the readings for the class, the syllabus and assignment sheets, 

and the comments you’ve received from me and your peers.  We’ll spend some time in class generating 

ideas and discussing organization. 

 

Length: 1-2 page, single spaced, memo format (see below) 

 

Memo Format: 

This short assignment requires the memo format for the assignment.  Typically, the headers for memos 

include the following: 

 Date: 

 To: 

 From: 

 Subject: 

The body of the memo is single spaced, no indentations, with double spacing between paragraphs. 

 

Evaluation 

You must meet the following minimum requirements to PASS this assignment: 

 One paragraph that discusses yourself as a writer. 

 The rest of the memo discusses certain components of the class.  Criticism of the class is presented in 

a constructive way rather than a rant. 

 The reflection is in Memo format and is at least 1 FULL page, single spaced. 

Due: March 7, 2014 (Post in Dropbox on D2L) 

 

Midterm Portfolio 
At midterm, I require you to submit a portfolio of your work so far this semester.  After reviewing your 

portfolio, you will receive your midterm grade for the class.  Please, remember that to receive full 

consideration you must organize and include all of the portfolio elements.  The following items should be 

included in this order when you turn in your portfolio at midterm: 

 Final Draft Midterm Reflection Memo (include Free Write from class in folder) 

 Final Draft Paper Proposal (include Peer Workshop drafts and sheet in folder) 

 Television Analysis Paper (Only submit if you revised and include the following in folder:) 

o Include Completed Final For Now Rubric, Final For Now Draft with my comments, & 

Conference Draft (You DO NOT need to print out a new Rubric.) 

o If you decide to revise, write final at the top of your revised paper and circle it.  Also, 

highlight AND Underline your new revisions.  You do not need to highlight grammatical 

changes—only major content changes. 

 

Due: March 7, 2014 (Post Final Drafts on D2L and submit all others in 2 Pocket Folder) 
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Annotated Bibliography 
The Annotated Bibliography is a way for you to organize your research and begin understanding how to 

support your own argument.  The Annotated Bibliography allows you to thoroughly overview your 

research by getting you in the practice of paraphrasing what you read and identifying potential quotations 

that can later be used in either the body of your paper or endnotes.   

 

Be sure to organize your research and thoroughly read all of your items.  Also, make sure that all of your 

secondary sources are credible—meaning no Wikipedia or other mass produced information.  All of your 

sources should be from academic journals or scholarly books.  Do NOT use magazines, newspapers, or 

information found on the internet.  Published information is the most thoroughly researched and reliable.  

Much of your research may be found electronically (through the databases on the library webpage).  

These sources do not count as internet sources.  But, be careful that your sources are journal articles and 

not magazines and newspapers since databases often have all three types of sources.  Do not wait until the 

last minute to conduct your research.  Some items may need to be sent though Interlibrary Loan or E-Z 

Borrow.  See the Tips on Research sheet below in this syllabus. 

 

Example Annotated Bib Entry: 

Heller, Lee E. “The Persistence of Difference: Postfeminism, Popular Discourse, and 

Heterosexuality in Star Trek: The Next Generation. Science-Fiction Studies 24.2(1997): 

226-243. 

 

Heller examines gender difference in association with the popular development of self-

help/relationship books (like Men Are from Mars, Women Are from Venus) and magazine articles 

found in men’s and women’s magazines as well as the incorporation of the same relationship 

themes in Star Trek: The Next Generation episodes.  Specifically, Heller argues that the 

heterosexual paradigm is challenged in many ST: TNG episodes, only to be reaffirmed as a 

necessity at the end of the episodes.  Heller analyzes “The Host” and “The Outcast” for their 

surface level exploration of homosexuality and “The Perfect” and “In Theory” for their particular 

emphasis on gender roles in regards to personal relationships.  Ultimately, ST: TNG reaffirms a 

heteronormative sexuality that endorses traditional gender roles for men (as emotionally 

unavailable) and women (as domestic homemaker).  Heller’s argument will help to support my 

own reading of the episode “The Host” and intersects with my own argument about both gender 

structures and heteronormative sexuality in ST: TNG.  Finally, this is a credible source, because 

it is published in the peer-reviewed academic journal Science-Fiction Studies, and the article is 

written Lee E. Heller whose research specializes in Star Trek and Science Fiction. 
 

Evaluation 
Your Annotated Bibliography must meet the following minimum requirements in order to PASS: 

 A creative title.  (This may or may not be the title for your Final Research Paper.  It can be the same 

as that of your paper proposal.) 

 10 ENTRIES that include both an MLA works cited citation AND an Annotation. 

 Annotations for every entry include the following: 

 A summary of the main argument and ideas of the source. 

 Indicate how the source will be used to support your overall argument.  (Be very specific.) 

 Evaluate the source in terms of credibility. 

 Use Modern Language Association’s (MLA) Guidelines for documentation.  (See your Easy Writer 

for examples and specifics outside of what we discuss in class.) 

 Entries are arranged alphabetically by author or first word in the entry according to MLA style. 

 Vary syntax, sentence structure, and maintain a formal/informative tone. 
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 Edited/proofread all Works Cited entries and annotations for grammar, punctuation, and spelling. 

 

Timeline: 

April 2, 2014: Peer Workshop Draft Due 

April 4, 2014: Final Draft Due with Peer Workshop Revisions Highlighted (Post in dropbox on D2L) 

No Revisions after April 4, 2014 

 

 

Tips for Research 
The following research items will help you begin your preliminary research in class.  We will also discuss these 

resources in more detail during class. 

Preliminary Research through the “Online Catalog" 

1. Go to http://www.iup.edu/library and click “Online Catalog.” 

2. Type a search term related to your topic in the “Search For” box.  In the “Search By” column, select the 

“Keyword” option.  You may need to try multiple searches and search terms in order to find anything in the 

online catalog.  If you cannot find anything, you might have more luck on the databases webpage. 

Preliminary Research in Databases 

1. Go to http://www.iup.edu/library and click on “Article Databases.” 

2. Here, you will find multiple databases related to a number of topics and subjects.  A database is usually an 

index of books, articles, periodicals, and other sources that you can then access either through the IUP library 

system, EZ-Borrow, or Interlibrary Loan. 

3. Once on this database page, you will then want to narrow down the database options based on “Subject.”  For 

instance, if you want to research information on technology, then you should select “Science” from the drop 

down box under “Select a Topic.”  Once you narrow down the databases by subject, browse through the list of 

databases that appears on the screen.  You will probably need to search multiple databases in order to find the 

most information possible. 

4. When you find a database you would like to search, click on the blue, highlighted link to that database.  Once 

you enter the database, you will be allowed to search for information on the database in much the same way that 

you would search the web by using a search engine like Google.  You will need to search the databases using 

multiple terms—both broad and specific—that relate to the topic you are researching. 

5. Some of the most used databases include: JSTOR, Academic Search Complete, MLA Bibliography, Lexis-

Nexis, Women’s Studies International, and Project Muse. 

6. Often, in these databases, you will not be able to access a full text document, but rather a citation for a specific 

source—whether a book, an article, etc…  You should take the information from the citations in the databases 

and search the Online Catalog first.  If you are unable to find the source at the IUP Library, you have two 

options to obtain that source: 

a. Palci EZ-Borrow-This is a service through the IUP library where you can request books from other 

neighboring libraries in the area.  You simply click on the Interlibrary Loan and then click on the “Palci 

EZ-Borrow” link.  You can then search the EZ-Borrow system by title, author, or ISBN.  Once you find the 

book you are interested in, simply quick the “request” button and fill out the form.  The library will then e-

mail you when the source arrives at the Library. 

b. Interlibrary Loan-This is a service through IUP that will find specific sources from all over the country.  It 

is particularly useful if you are looking for a journal or magazine article.  Again, you can access ILLIAD 

through the library homepage.  Once you log in, simply fill out the form for the type of request that you 

want to make and submit it.  If you are requesting a journal article, they will often e-mail it to you.  

Otherwise, they will e-mail you in order to notify you when the item arrives at the Library. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.iup.edu/library
http://www.iup.edu/library
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Final Portfolio 

At the end of the semester, I require that you submit a Final Portfolio.  This portfolio includes the work 

you have accomplished throughout the semester.  Like the Midterm Portfolio, organization and 

presentation count for part of your Final Portfolio Grade.  The final portfolio should include: 

 Final Reflection Cover Letter with Peer Workshop Revisions Highlighted and Packet 

o Include Peer Workshop Drafts 

 Final Researched Argument Paper (If you revised, and include the following:) 

o Include Completed Final For Now Rubric, Final for Now Draft with my comments, & 

Conference Draft (You do not need to print a new rubric.) 

o Write and circle FINAL at the top of the revised paper if you choose to revise this paper.  

Highlight AND underline all new revisions.  Grammatical and spelling changes do not 

need to be highlighted. 

 

Due: May 2, 2014 

 

Final Reflection 

Dear Research Writer, 
 
You are about to complete your Composition II course, and the English Department is interested in 
your reflection on the work you have accomplished.  Whatever topic or purpose you have chosen to 
pursue in a research project, we ask that you now look back on your semester’s work to reflect on 
your research and writing processes.  We are especially interested in evaluating, 
 

 your ability to explain your research process: steps taken to access print and 
electronic resources, to evaluate and select sources, to manage and sustain a research 
aim, and to take advantage of significant finds.   

 your ability to discuss your writing process: topic growth and complexity; the role of 
drafts, and of peer, teacher, or tutor feedback. 

 your ability to reflect on your composition of a focused and cohesive research 
essay: the ability to use thesis or purpose statements, topic sentences, and transitional 
sentences to communicate connections between sources and your own ideas, 
observations, insights, explanations, or arguments.  

 your ability to use a body of knowledge inside your written work: to paraphrase, 
quote, summarize, explain/interpret/comment on your sources, and to cite and 
document your sources (MLA or APA).  

 
This guide explains what to include in your ENGL 202 portfolio and topics to reflect upon in your 
portfolio cover letter.   
 
What to include in your ENGL 202 Final Reflection Project: 

1.  An important document from your research process 
  2.  A draft of a research essay and any feedback you received 
  3.  The final copy of that research essay 
  4.  A Reflective Cover Letter 
 
Selecting Three Pieces for Your Final Reflection Project 
In your Research Writing portfolio you want to let an outsider see some of the key steps you took as 
you developed your research and your research essay.  You might ask yourself, “How did I get to my 
final product, the essay itself?”   Please review your work for the semester and select one research 
project to represent in your portfolio.  In the portfolio, include: 



22 

 

 
1. An important document from your research process 

Choose an assignment that shows that you found, evaluated and made decisions about 
sources to use.  Or choose an assignment that you feel helped you manage sources and 
get to know your topic better.  Use your own judgment about what helped you 
most during the search process.  Just be prepared to explain how it helped and why 
you see it as a significant step in your larger research process or in your discovery of 
your purpose.  Possibilities include but are not limited to a status report, a research 
exercise, an annotated bibliography, a review of research literature, or an assignment 
with another name that moved you well into materials, ideas, or evidence related to 
your topic.   

 
2. An essay draft  

Include an essay draft, either a mid- or late-semester draft from your writing process, 
whichever helped you most as you worked on pulling your sources together for your 
own purpose.  Also include any helpful feedback you received from peers, your 
teacher or a tutor. 

 
3. The final copy of your research essay 

       Include the revised and edited essay you handed in for grading. 
  

Arrange your portfolio selections chronologically, beginning with your earliest work and moving to 
the final revised and edited essay.  Number the pages of your Final Reflection Project. It’s OK to 
number the pages by hand.  The length of the portfolio will vary for each student.  There is no 
“required” length.  Once you have made your selections, you are ready to review them and compose 
your cover letter. 
 
Consider your audience: Your audience will be your instructor as well as two strangers—two 
portfolio evaluators who have taught ENGL 202 but who have never met you or experienced your 
work.  As you write, it is important to guide your unknown readers by referring to specific pages 
and paragraphs inside your portfolio; quote yourself so that your readers can see and experience 
the examples you refer to and can move easily, back and forth, between your letter and the 
examples you discuss. 
 
Writing Your Cover Letter  
Review your portfolio, then respond to the four topics below.  Refer frequently to specific 
examples and pages in your portfolio as you explain your research and writing process. 

 
1. Your research story:  First, tell a story about your research process.  Refer to specific pages 

in your portfolio as you write your story: 
a. What helped you begin your research?   
b. How did you expand your research?  What and/or who helped you do this? 
c. In your story, what was the role or significance, for you, of the particular assignment 

you have chosen from your research process?  What did it help you do, know, or 
understand about your research topic or your research process?   

 
2. Your eye for revision:  Look at the essay draft you have selected as well as any feedback 

you received from peers, your prof, or a tutor.  As you discuss the following questions, 
remember to refer to specific examples and pages inside your portfolio: 

a. What was most difficult for you as you developed and drafted your synthesis essay?  
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b. What was the most helpful response you received? 
c. After your revision workshop, what did you know you had to do to improve your 

draft?  
 

3. Your individual craft:  Look over the final draft of the essay you have crafted and write 
about the ways you have created focus and coherence (Coherence is the feeling readers get 
when a long research essay holds together and carries them along).   
 

a. Quote and discuss specific sentences in your research essay that show how you 
create focus and coherence for your readers.  For example, you can talk about: 

thesis or purpose statements 
topic sentences  
transitional statements that hold your essay together  
informed and well developed key paragraphs that engage your readers 
a metaphor or motif that you develop 
 

b. Quote and discuss specific words, sentences or paragraphs that show how you 
create connections between your research sources and your own ideas, 
observations, or insights.  In other words, what do you feel YOU contribute to the 
research essay you have made and where is that contribution most visible to 
readers?  Remember to quote yourself and tell us where to look in your portfolio 
(what page?) as you discuss your sentences or paragraphs.  

 
4. Your accountability as a research writer: how are you up-front and honest about the 

research materials you have used?   
a. Where does your research essay best show your ability to incorporate your sources?  

to introduce or signal your sources  
to paraphrase, quote, or summarize them 
to cite internally   

Tell us where to look in your portfolio to see the best examples of you working to 
introduce and carefully represent your research.  
 

b. What style of documentation did you use (MLA, APA, Chicago?), and how would you 
describe your ability to create a works cited page or a bibliography?   
 

Print your cover letter and place it at the front of your portfolio. 
Deadline: May 2, 2014 
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Peer Workshops Tips 
 

1. Read through each paragraph before making comments on the paper. 

2. Explain what you see as the point of the paragraph and how it connects to the argument.  

Then, comment on whether or not that connection is made clear in the paragraph itself. 

3. Look at the topic sentence(s) (first one to two sentences), does it make clear what the focus 

of the paragraph is and show a link to the major ideas or argument of the paper? 

4. Look at the transition from the topic sentence to the evidence portion of the paragraph.  Are 

all terms defined that you need to understand the evidence?  If so, explain what works.  If 

not, discuss what you think should be defined in order to understand the evidence. 

5. Look at the evidence.  Is there research incorporated that supports the main point of the 

paragraph?  Is evidence introduced?  Is it integrated smoothly?  Is all paraphrased and quoted 

information cited in MLA in-text citation format? 

6. Look at the interpretation of the evidence.  After the paraphrased or quoted information, does 

the author clearly interpret the evidence in terms of the argument?  Does the author walk the 

reader through how the evidence supports the argument? 

7. Does the transition to the next paragraph proceed smoothly?  Or is there a sudden idea jump? 

8. Also, look at sentence and idea clarity.  Make any comments about sentences or ideas that 

need to be reworked in order to be clear. 

9. Mark any grammatical errors and typos in the paper. 

10. Overall, how well does the writer make his/her case in the entire paper?  Are you convinced 

of the argument?  If not, what does the author need to do in order to persuade you? 

 


